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or the 201 2 Annua Meetinq & 0T0 EXP0 of the Amer can

Academy of Otolaryngo ogy - Head and Neck Surgery (AAO-HNS/F),

our newly assembled soca medla team took a more strateg c role

preparing for social media use for our annua meeting. Each department

assrgned a marn contributor t0 the team who was responsible for submitting

content. The contf butors were staff members who were primarlly

respons ble for distr but nq their deparlment's message through different

vehic es. A I content was previously approved by a group oi editors to

ensure that attendees received the information they were interested ln,

when they wanted it. We had decided previously based on user data to post

our messages to Twitter, Facebook, and to our L nkedln group. This year we

began using a social media management system cal ed Hootsulte that

a lolvs us to dlstribute one message to multlp e platforms sirnu taneous y.

The abil ty t0 gather messages ln advance and schedule them for release,

al owed us to be more responsive to postlng updates, schedu e changes and

meeting lnformat on.

0ur lntent was to qurck y communtcate our message to attendees,

increas ng opponunities for member interaction and paftlcipation rn real-

t me events. The resu t was that social media awareness and communicat on

w th 0ur members rncreased greatly durlng the meetlng.

As soclal media continues to be a significant means of conmun cation in

our world today, the Academy's goal is to continue the strong momentum

from the annual meeting with our new collaborative structure in place. By

engaging our members through newswotlhy stories, comments, and action

Items, we are supporting 0ur strategic plan of forward ng the specia ty to

members, healthcare professionals, and consumers, Ultimately, we'd like to

see more member pafticipation drtve these social media outlets t0 take on a

I fe of their own. The more they engage, the more they become invested in

the social medla c0mmunities around them. lt is 0ur hope that we also

ncrease knowledge of the specialty and the resources that our website

offers on the latest rnformation within the field.
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eynote speakers included world renowned Head & Neck

Endocrlne Surgery expefts such as Pro{essors Gregory Randolph

from Harvard and Ralph Tufano from Johns Hopkrns who ectured

on parathyroid surgery and the surgrcal management of the neck n thyroid

.ancer respectlve y. The meeting covered a I aspects of otorhrnolaryngology

- head & neck surgery but a particular emphas s was placed on endocrine

and robot c surgery, A spec al symposium ent t ed 'The growing app ication

of da Vinci@ T0RS ln treat ng head & neck cancer' was chaired by

trrofessors Gregory We nstein and Bert 0'Malley (both from the Unive6ity 0i

Pennsy vania), the pioneers of transoral robotic surgery. They also

Toderated several sclentif c oral presentat ons on robotic surgery and gave

in lnstnrctiona course on TORS.

The distingu shed guest of the Amer can Academy for' 201 2 wa:
)rofessor lohan Fagan from the University of Cape Town Medical School,

South Africa r,vho was nvited to grve the Eugene N Myers lnternationa

:ecture on Head and Neck Cancer.

Next year's meettng will be held in Vancouver, BC, Canada from

September 29th to October 2nd, 2Al 3.
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Prof lohan Fagan gave the Myers lecture on Head & Neck Cancer

lnset: Mr Ceorge Caras.
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\igerian detegates in nationaI dress at the ]nternationaI Reception
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Vietnamese detegates in national dress at the nternational RecePtion.

2t


