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-T-he znd London lnternationalThyroid Forum foLtowed on
I

I fromtheverysuccessfuLlnternationa[ Multidiscip[inary
I thyroid & Parathyroid Meeting which took place in zott.

Co-organised by Endocrine Surgeons, Mr NeiLTottey (St Mary's

Hospita[) and Mr Fausto Patazzo (Hammersmith Hospital) this
two-day forum proved ofgreat educationaL value.

The first day invotved a practical course on ultrasonography
for the thyroid surgeon. lt consisted of lectu res covering

the basics of uLtrasonography and FNA technique as weL[ as

specimen preparation for cytoLogy. The Lectures were given

by Dr Gitta Madani, Consultant Head & Neck Radiologist from
St. Mary's Hospital. Each lecture was foLtowed by a hands-

on practica[ where detegates were given the opportunity to
practise these techniques under the guidance ofexperts in the
fietd.

The second day invoLved a series of Lectures and expert
paneI muLtidisciptinary team (MDT) discussions. The

facuLty consisted ofwortd-renowned thyroid surgeons and

endocrinotogists incLuding Prof Gregory RandoIph (Harvard

Medical Schoo[), Prof lan Hay (Mayo CLinic), Prof Jeremy
Freeman (University ofToronto), and past President ofthe
British Association of Endocrine &Thyroid Surgeons, Mr
Barney Harrison (RoyaL Hattamshire Hospita[, Sheffietd).

Mr NeiLTottey gave an outstanding lecture on 'New horizons

in Thyroid Surgery' presenting numerous technotogical

"Overall, this internationalthyroid forum was of
immense educational value coveling everything from

diagnostics, surgi(al technique, thyroid 0ncology,

and controversies in thyroid (anceri'

advances in the fieLd ofthyroid surgery such as single port

minimat[y invasive robotic surgery and computationa[ fluid
dynamics in the preoperative eva[uation of the airway in

patients with retrosternaL goitre.

Another briLliant Lecture was given by Mr Guri Sandhu from

the NationaL Centre for Airway Reconstruction at Charing

Cross Hospital on the trachea and thyroid cancer. Mr Sandhu

presented numerous techniques to deal with this complex
probLem depending on the extent oftracheal involvement

comptemented by several videos.

There were also ample panel MDT discussions of chaltenging

reat-tife ctinical scenarios which were interactive invoLving not

onty the panet, but also members of the audience who were

invited to ask questions and contribute to the decision making.

The next meeting- date to be conflrmed for zo't7.
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remarkab[e outcomes achievable with transoral
laryngea[ Laser cancer therapy. Craig Zalvan, Tanya

Meyer and Theo Athanas[adis from New York and

Australia foILowed with exceL[ent tatks on Laryngeal

augmentation and framework surgery. The post

[unch session covered robotic surgery swallowing
and airway stenosis. The wortd of laryngoLogy was

at its best.
Day two and the ENT Nursing Masterclass was

standing room ontyl Almost a hundred deLegates

flled in for a comprehensive day of topics ranging

from anaesthetic cha[enges forthe ORL patients

to Laser safety and navigation in anterior skuLL base

surgery. The afternoon was dedicated to a variety of
popular hands-on workshops. The day ended with

a vote of thanks by Mr Marin Duvnjak, ENT Nurse Practitioner
and co-organiser ofthe event.
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ydney was once again the befitting setting
for the znd Annua[ ENT Masterclass

Austratia'and for the inaugural ENT

Nursing Masterclass.

Dr Faruque Riffat (Co-ordinator, ENT

Masterclass AustraLia) along with his colleagues

Prof Carsten Patme and Dr DanieI Novakovic

hosted a galaxy of laryngologists from a[[ over

the world for a day of ctinical excellence. Prof

Andrew Blitzer started the session with a true
Masterctass talk on the practicalities of office

based laser laryngeal surgery. Prof Marsha[[

Strome had the audience at the edge oftheir
seats, sharing his rich experience ofcryotherapy
in the treatment of [aryngeal cancer. The high

and mighty of the world of Laryngology foltowed one after the
other. Prof Petra Ambrosch once again reminded us of the

Prof Petra Ambrosch I pushing
thefrontiers of laser laryngeal
surgery
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